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Midland Gliding Club

Guidance on First Flights
Aim: First Flights must be carried out safely. They should demonstrate that gliding is a good experience, not that it is expensive, flights are short and it makes you feel sick.

· First Flights by winch can  be carried out by Introductory Flight Pilots (IFP), assistant instructors, Flight Instructors (FI) and Full Cat instructors. 
· IFPs should have a currency check on medium height launch failures every 3 months.
· If the flight is conducted by an IFP the punter may not take control of the glider, but may follow though on the controls. If the flight is conducted by a rated instructor then instruction may be given and the punter may take control of the aircraft if they so wish.
· There should be a good prospect of a high winch launch and/ or good soaring prospects.  A launch below 1000 feet with no soaring prospect is not a good experience of gliding, people should re book for when conditions are suitable.

· First Flights should not take place in gusty or turbulent conditions, or when the ability to soar is marginal. This can put the instructor under a high workload and make the punter feel sick
· Relatives and friends accompanying First Flights are permitted onto the active part of the airfield providing they are given a safety briefing about lookout and staying clear of the cable and landing areas at all time. Relatives must be accompanied to and from the launch point and be supervised to remain behind the retrieve winch cage.  They must be briefed by the IFP/  instructor that they must remain within these areas.
· Returning First Flights -  Following a First Flights the person  can take a winch launch as part of their 3 month membership if they pay the monthly flying fee and the launch fee.
· The pilot in command of the flight should satisfy him or herself that the aircraft, the weather, the launching conditions and the pilot’s personal preparation and experience are suitable for the flight. In addition, the pilot in command should ensure that the candidate requesting the flight has been fully briefed. The briefing should cover a description of the main risks, actions to be taken in the event of an emergency and precautions to be taken in the cockpit environment, including the potential danger from loose articles.
· While Flying First Flights DO NOT:
· Launch into cloud
· Launch in rain, or if the flight is likely to be in flown in rain.
· Launch with rain/snow/ice on the gliders flying surfaces
· Launch with misted canopy.
· DO SEEK ADVICE FROM THE INSTRUCTOR IN-CHARGE BEFORE LAUNCHING IF:
· The wind is turbulent. (Varying by more than 10 kts).
· The wind is strong (> 20 kts)
· Cloudbase is less than 1200’ above site
· Flight visibility is less than 5km
· Launching above more than 4/8th cloud. 
·  The First Flights must remain within safe gliding range of the airfield.
· The First Flights should be flown from and to a normal operating area on the airfield. 
· Non standard circuits should be avoided where possible
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